
              ART   W O R K s – Media services                         Paolo Zentilin –  CD Lodovico Giustini, 12 Sonatas 

ART WORKs Berlin  AGENTUR  VERA  GIESE  *  Machnower Str.35  *  14165 BERLIN  ‘  0049 - (0)30 - 31 50 38 60+62 / FAX ..61 

giese@artworksberlin.de 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                           

Piano News, 3,2021    
By Bernd Wladika 

 

 

 
Born in 1885, the Italian composer Lodovico 
Giustuini – on the same age with his compatriot 
Domenico Scarlatti and the German Baroque 
heavyweights Handel and Bach - is 
comparatively unknown in music history. 
 
In view of the history of the piano, however, 
Giustini is an extremely interesting personality: 
he met Bartolomeo Christofori, the inventor of 
the fortepiano and thus the forefather of today's 
grand pianos, and was one of the first to 
compose for the then new instrument. 
 
With his recording of Giustini's 12 Sonatas Op.1, 
pianist Paolo Zentilin has presented an impres-
sive monument of these creations.  
 
His interpretation tuns out to be artistically 
perfect and historically informed. 
The finely measured and transparent touch 
proves with every note, that Zentilin is aware of 
the special features of this music. 
For, of course, the instruments of that time did 
not at all correspond to the tonal possibilities of 
today's grand pianos, which is also reflected in 
the facture of the pieces. 
 
Through the filigree of his touch, which is 
characterised by a remarkable sensitivity in 
ornamentation, coupled with sparing pedal use, 
Zentillin conveys on the Fazioli grand pianos a 
tonal aura, that does absolutely justice to the 
works. 
 
The booklet (unfortunately only in English) vividly 
illuminates the historical context of the recorded 
sonatas, which makes this box - containing a 
total of 3 Cds - a welcome and highly interesting 
document for the exploration of the history of 
piano music. 
 
 

 


